
8th Grade Tonal Drawing
Incorporating a nature object with a facial feature or body 
part

Materials:
Paper or sketchbook for sketching
Pencil 
Ebony pencil
Camera (optional)
Drawing tutorials online as well as handouts

Resources 
You tube tutorials
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=csoyhtFTnMc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zb1S9oYCykM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RY9R04VC7J0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urg1jyhLIhQ
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Objective:
Students will apply their knowledge of shading and tonal drawing to create a composition using a 
body part/facial feature and something from nature. 

Day one:
Students will go outside to draw from nature, realistically, stylized, abstract and shading. Students will 
draw trees, leaves, rocks or animals. 

Day two:
Teacher will show completed drawing productions from past years and emphasize using the whole 
page, tones and shading.  Students will go back outside to work from nature and sketch ideas 
incorporating a body part and nature. Students will work individually.

Day three:
Students work individually on a tonal drawing packet; drawing eyes, lips, mouth and noses. Students 
will also practice shading trees if time allows.

Day four:
Students work in class sketching final idea for production, ideas must be approved by teacher. 
Looking for sketches of facial features, shading and use of complete paper. Students will view past 
student’s productions. Students are also allowed to view any photographs they have taken as 
inspiration. By the end of class students should have finished a final sketch in sketchbook to be 
approved. Once approved student may begin an outline drawing on the final paper.

Day five:
Student’s will work on completing the outline drawing on final paper and once finished may begin 
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using the ebony pencil to begin placement of the tones. Teacher will go over helpful techniques in 
shading, providing materials online as well as in books for reference as well as using another sheet 
of paper to cover up work as students move across the page.

Day six: 
Students will practice tonal drawing using ebony pencils and using grid drawings 

Day seven - ten:
Students will continue to work on drawings. Examples of drawing will be provided as inspiration.  
Self evaluation forms will be reviewed and given to the students.

Day eleven: 
Students will participate in a class critique, drawing will be placed in the front of the class. Students 
will answer 2 critique statements; Name one aspect of your drawing that you’ve been doing well. 
Name one aspect of your drawing that you could improve.  Students will turn in drawings to be 
graded with completed self evaluation.
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